
Producers' Compliance 
Guide for CAFOs 
Revised Clean Water Act Regulations for Concentrated Animal 

Feeding Operations (CAFOs) 

A guide IQ oomplyirig with EPA', 2(X)J mui<R1' IQ do: N<Wonal Poll11um1 Oi,chargc 

Ellm.ination System P.:nnir Regi,larion and Effluent Umiuui{,ns Guidelines and Sumdcm:h 

{<Jr C:niarllT(tted Animal Feeding Ot)e'rcubns 

Exhibit 2



8 • PRODUCERS’ COMPLIANCE GUIDE FOR CAFOS

( � Dd I]ZhZ RZ\jaVi^dch A[[ZXi MZ4

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

( � Dd I]ZhZ RZ\jaVi^dch A[[ZXi MZ4 

The discharge criteria apply to only the parts 
of the operation where you confine animals, store 
manure or raw materials, and contain waste. For 
example, if you dig a ditch or install a pipe that 
drains water from your confinement area into a 
stream or lake, your operation would meet the first 
discharge criterion. Open tile drains in the areas 
where animals are confined, wastes are collected 
and stored, or raw materials are kept also meet the 
first criterion if the tile drains carry pollutants from 
these areas to surface water. Your operation meets 
the second discharge criterion if a stream runs 
through the confinement area and the animals have 
direct access to the stream. 

I[ ndj dlc ild dg bdgZ AFOh i]Vi 
• Are next to each other dg 
• Use a common waste disposal area or system, 

ndj h]djaY Xdjci Vaa i]Z Vc^bVah Vi Vaa i]Z deZgVi^dch 
id\Zi]Zg id YZiZgb^cZ l]Zi]Zg ndjg deZgVi^dch [Vaa l^i]^c 
i]Z i]gZh]daYh [dg i]Z CAFO h^oZ XViZ\dg^Zh# I[ Wdi] d[ 
ndjg deZgVi^dch jhZ V Xdbbdc lVhiZ Y^hedhVa VgZV dg 
hnhiZb! i]Zn VgZ XdjciZY Vh dcZ ZkZc ^[ i]Zn’gZ cdi cZmi 
id ZVX] di]Zg# �Ild deZgVi^dch jcYZg Xdbbdc dlcZgh]^e 
VgZ Xdch^YZgZY id ]VkZ V Xdbbdc lVhiZ Y^hedhVa hnhiZb 
^[ i]Z bVcjgZ! a^iiZg! dg egdXZhh lVhiZlViZg [gdb i]Z ild 
deZgVi^dch ^h b^mZY WZ[dgZ Y^hedhVa dg aVcY Veea^XVi^dc dg 
^[ i]Z bVcjgZ! a^iiZg! dg egdXZhh lVhiZlViZg [gdb i]Z ild 
deZgVi^dch ^h Veea^ZY id i]Z hVbZ aVcY Veea^XVi^dc VgZV# 
Cdbbdc lVhiZ Y^hedhVa hnhiZbh Vahd ^cXajYZ Vcn di]Zg 
ineZ d[ hnhiZb l]ZgZ i]Z lVhiZh [gdb ild deZgVi^dch VgZ 
Xdbb^c\aZY [dg ]VcYa^c\ dg Y^hedhVa#� 
Aahd! ^[ Vc deZgVi^dc ^h Zci^gZan adXViZY dc dcZ h^iZ Wji 
dlcZgh]^e d[ i]Z deZgVi^dc ^h hea^i WZilZZc ild dg bdgZ 
eZdeaZ! ndj h]djaY hi^aa Xdjci Vaa i]Z Vc^bVah Vi i]Vi 
deZgVi^dc id `cdl ^[ ^i [Vaah l^i]^c i]Z i]gZh]daYh [dg i]Z 
CAFO h^oZ XViZ\dg^Zh# 

Which AFOs may be designated as CAFOs? 
The second way for an AFO to be a CAFO is to 

be designated as a CAFO. If an AFO doesn’t meet 
the definition of a Large or Medium CAFO but 
the permitting authority finds it to be a significant 
contributor of pollutants to surface waters, the 
permitting authority may designate that operation 
as a CAFO. To designate an AFO as a CAFO, the 
permitting authority must inspect the AFO and must 
find that the operation is a significant contributor of 
pollutants to surface waters. 

MZY^jb CAFOh 
AFOs that fall 

within the size 
thresholds for 
Medium CAFOs but 
don’t meet either of 
the two discharge 
criteria may be 
designated as CAFOs 
by the permitting 
authority. 

Ac AFO b^\]i cdi bZZi i]Z 
YZ[^c^i^dc d[ V CAFO ^[ 
� Ii YdZhc’i Xdc[^cZ Zcdj\] 

Vc^bVah# 
� Ii YdZhc’i bZZi i]Z 

Y^hX]Vg\Z Xg^iZg^V �[dg 
MZY^jb CAFOh�# 

� Ii Xdc[^cZh V ineZ d[ 
Vc^bVa cdi ^cXajYZY ^c i]Z 
LVg\Z VcY MZY^jb CAFO 
YZ[^c^i^dch# 

SbVaa CAFOh 
AFOs that don’t confine enough animals to meet 

the Medium CAFO size threshold may be CAFOs 
only by designation. The permitting authority may 
designate a small AFO as a Small CAFO only if 
the AFO is a significant contributor of pollutants 
to surface waters and it meets at least one of two 
discharge criteria: 
• A man-made ditch, pipe, or similar device carries 

manure or process wastewater from the operation 
to surface water or 

• The animals come into contact with surface 
water that runs through the area where they’re 
confined. 

EPA and the United States Department of 
Agriculture (USDA) promote efforts by states to 
use approaches other than NPDES permitting to 
help medium and small AFOs to avoid having 
conditions that would result in those facilities’ being 
defined or designated as CAFOs. For example, 
the voluntary development and implementation 
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Rjcd[[ [gdb i]^h a^kZhidX` nVgY XdjaY ZciZg V cZVgWn higZVb VcY 
YZ\gVYZ i]Z lViZg fjVa^in# SjX] XdcY^i^dch b^\]i WZ i]Z WVh^h [dg 
YZh^\cVi^c\ Vc AFO Vh V SbVaa CAFO# 
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