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Dear Friends of FLOW, 
Being in, on, or near water brings us into bal-
ance, restores clarity, and grounds us in under-
standing what matters most. Water is life. These 
elemental connections to water and nature were 
profoundly important to all of us in the tumultu-
ous year of 2020, as the coronavirus upended 
our lives and economy.

This year also taught us at FLOW about the 
critical importance of maintaining strong connec-
tions—with our colleagues, partners, and sup-
porters like you—while unable to gather safely 
in person. We quickly embraced new ways of 
reaching out, collaborating, exchanging ideas, 
and sharing what we were learning and doing. 
We never lost sight of advocating for our public 
waters. The resilience and effectiveness of the 
staff and board at FLOW is no less than extraor-
dinary and truly inspiring.

In reflection, November 2020 marked an ex-
traordinary milestone for the Great Lakes—and 
for FLOW. After seven long years of advancing 
public trust law as the legal basis to shut down 
Line 5, FLOW watched Governor Gretchen 
Whitmer and DNR Director Daniel Eichinger 
assert public trust law as the cornerstone of the 
state’s action to advance critical legal action to 
protect the Great Lakes from a catastrophic oil 
spill.

Equitable and affordable access to clean drink-
ing water remained at the forefront of our work 
in 2020 as we partnered with frontline Detroit 
and Flint groups to successfully persuade Gover-
nor Whitmer, and then the legislature, to extend 
a moratorium on water shutoffs through March 
2021. We also partnered to form Water for 
All of Michigan to evaluate equitable and just 
financing and funding strategies to assure safe, 
affordable water for all communities. FLOW’s 
model legislation, Public Water, Public Justice, is 
a key part of this work.

FLOW also worked to spotlight and protect the 
Sixth Great Lake, Michigan’s groundwater, un-

veiling a groundwater story map in March and 
a June webinar to highlight the implications of 
a preliminary state decision approving Nestlé’s 
permit to increase withdrawals for commercial 
bottled water. And we chronicled a baffling de-
cision in November by the State of Michigan to 
dismiss the citizen-led contested case challeng-
ing the Nestlé permit.

In a year dominated by a global pandemic, a 
reckoning with racial injustice, record-high Great 
Lakes water levels, an unprecedented national 
election, and profound challenges to our most 
important institutions, FLOW stood firm as a 
fair witness to, and advocate for, the power 
and value of the public trust in moving forward. 
Working alongside our partners, allies, support-
ers, and friends, FLOW planted new seeds from 
which will grow a more just, diverse, inclusive, 
equitable, prosperous and resilient water future 
for generations to come. 

Your support and passion for the Great Lakes, 
groundwater, and drinking water for all inspires 
us and helps drive us forward. Thank you for 
our shared successes. 

In solidarity,

Liz Kirkwood,		  Mike Vickery,
Executive Director		  Board Chair

https://forloveofwater.org/model-legislation/
https://forloveofwater.org/sixth-great-lake/
https://forloveofwater.org/webinars/
https://forloveofwater.org/state-of-michigan-dodges-decision-nestle-dodges-rule-of-law/
https://forloveofwater.org/state-of-michigan-dodges-decision-nestle-dodges-rule-of-law/
https://forloveofwater.org/soaked-living-with-record-high-waters-in-the-great-lakes-basin/
https://forloveofwater.org/soaked-living-with-record-high-waters-in-the-great-lakes-basin/
https://forloveofwater.org/racial-equity-and-clean-water-for-all-now/


By Jim Olson, FLOW’s Founder and President

In this report, FLOW is taking a moment to look 
back at 2020 and forward to the entirety of 
2021, our 10th year of partnering with you to 
protect the Great Lakes. This is a tremendously 
exciting time. Our organization now enjoys a 
solid foundation built from the work we’ve done 
to protect the Great Lakes through application 
of public trust principles, work that cuts through 
politics and sustains communities with water that 

is clean, safe, afford-
able —and public.

Watch a video of Jim 
reflecting on FLOW’s 
progress and looking 
forward to 2021.

We slogged through 
a lot in 2020. We all 

feel the pain and disorientation of the pandem-
ic, political unrest, climate disaster, poverty, 
and systemic racism that dominated last year.  
Families and friends were separated, schools 
disrupted, and many lives lost or left with health 
challenges. 

But 2020 also yielded good things. After seven 
years of work by FLOW, our allies, and count-
less thousands of individuals, families, business-
es, and communities, the public trust doctrine 
became the legal basis for Michigan Governor 
Gretchen Whitmer to revoke the 1953 easement 
and order an end to Line 5 and to the transport 
of crude oil through the Straits of Mackinac. Line 
5 is dangerous, and under the public trust law it 
shouldn’t exist. Gov. Whitmer had no other law-
ful choice, and she did the right thing.

We also saw the beginning of the end of water 
shutoffs and the recognition that people are 
entitled to have access to drinking water. Thank 
you to Governor Whitmer, for taking charge, 
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Reflecting on 2020, Looking Forward to 2021—
FLOW’s 10th Anniversary Year 

thank you to Detroit Mayor Mike Duggan for 
suspending water shutoffs in your city through 
2022, and thank you to the Michigan Legisla-
ture for passing the bipartisan bill to continue 
the statewide water shutoff moratorium through 
March 2021. We’ve also seen progress in our 
work on Public Water, Public Justice to ensure 
safe, clean, and affordable drinking water for 
all. There’s a real battle underway globally over 
the question of who owns the water and wheth-
er it can be sold and traded on Wall Street, as 
if it’s iron ore, oil, or coal. Water is a commons, 
and the public trust protects it for all of us.

Looking to the future of FLOW’s work, this is 
a time to build on the successes that we’ve 
had, and to understand, particularly in this 
last year, that individual rights coexist with the 
commons, and the common good comes first. 
Individual rights have no value at all if you don’t 
have common good, and if you don’t have the 
commons, like water, which everyone shares. 
There are no short-term gains if this water is 
destroyed.

We at FLOW are looking forward to celebrating 
2021 with you. We’re moving toward an econ-
omy buoyed by clean water and clean energy, 
and we’re going to make it happen together. 
We thank you 
for your sup-
port, and ask 
that you con-
tinue to power 
our work to 
protect the 
Great Lakes, 
groundwater, 
and drinking 
water for all. 

https://flowforwater.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7a63d109aa42f9d7f68b0b685&id=d602dc4081&e=e41eb4560c
https://forloveofwater.org/reflecting-on-2020-looking-forward-to-2021-flows-10th-anniversary-year/
https://forloveofwater.org/reflecting-on-2020-looking-forward-to-2021-flows-10th-anniversary-year/
https://forloveofwater.org/reflecting-on-2020-looking-forward-to-2021-flows-10th-anniversary-year/
https://forloveofwater.org/reflecting-on-2020-looking-forward-to-2021-flows-10th-anniversary-year/
https://flowforwater.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=7a63d109aa42f9d7f68b0b685&id=b7c60c4f0a&e=e41eb4560c


On November 13, 2020, Michigan Governor 
Gretchen Whitmer announced that she was 
upholding public trust law and revoking and 
terminating Enbridge’s easement to operate the 
Line 5 oil pipelines along the bottomlands of the 
Straits of Mackinac.

“As public trustees of our waters, the State of 
Michigan is affirmatively upholding the rule 
of law and protecting the public’s treasured 
Great Lakes from the clear and present danger 
of an oil spill catastrophe from Enbridge’s Line 
5 pipeline,” said FLOW executive director Liz 
Kirkwood. “November 13 was an historic day 
of state leadership by the Whitmer administra-
tion brought about by many years of dedicated 
action by environmental groups, Indian tribes, 
communities, businesses, faith communities, fam-

ilies, and individuals. People of diverse back-
grounds have come together to work tirelessly 
on a common purpose: protecting the Great 
Lakes, drinking water, fishing rights, the econo-
my, coastal communities, and a way of life from 
the most dangerous oil pipeline in America.

“While this is a moment to celebrate,” Kirkwood 
cautioned, “we must remain vigilant until the oil 
stops flowing for good, because Line 5 remains 

ForLoveofWater.org	 3

Gov. Whitmer’s Decisive Action to Shut Down Line 5 
Affirms FLOW’s Public Trust Strategy

exposed to un-
controllable and 
powerful forces, 
including excep-
tionally strong 
currents, lakebed 
scouring, new 
anchor and cable 
strikes, and corro-
sion. These forc-
es dramatically 
increase the risk 
of this elevated, 
outdated pipe-
line collapsing 
and causing the 
unthinkable: a catastrophic oil spill in the heart 
of the Great Lakes.”

“Indeed, Enbridge counterattacked in late No-
vember 2020 with a federal lawsuit that seeks to 
deny the State of Michigan’s sovereign title and 
authority to protect the public trust in the Straits 
and Great Lakes from Line 5,” says FLOW 
founder and legal advisor Jim Olson. And on 
January 12, 2021, the Canadian pipeline giant 
said that it won’t comply with Governor Whit-
mer’s Line 5 easement revocation, and plans to 
continue operating the pipelines, no matter what 
the law says. 

Since 2013, FLOW has filed extensive legal and 
technical reports with the State of Michigan 
citing extensive evidence of Enbridge operating 
Line 5 illegally and risking the public’s water. 
Governor Whitmer’s announcement that she 
was terminating Enbridge’s easement mentioned 
“public trust” five times—that’s the approach that 
FLOW has championed to shut down Line 5 from 
the very beginning. The governor’s leadership 
on shutting down this pipeline will have national 
and international repercussions in citizen-led 
efforts to protect water, oppose dirty fuels, and 
combat climate change.

Photo by Beth Price

https://forloveofwater.org/flow-praises-gov-whitmer-for-upholding-public-trust-law-on-line-5-by-revoking-and-terminating-easement/
https://forloveofwater.org/flow-praises-gov-whitmer-for-upholding-public-trust-law-on-line-5-by-revoking-and-terminating-easement/
https://forloveofwater.org/the-line-5-shutdown-order-a-major-milestone-in-michigans-environmental-history/
https://forloveofwater.org/enbridges-federal-lawsuit-attacks-state-authority-to-protect-the-great-lakes-from-line-5/
https://forloveofwater.org/enbridges-federal-lawsuit-attacks-state-authority-to-protect-the-great-lakes-from-line-5/
https://forloveofwater.org/line5/
https://forloveofwater.org/line5/


“We need racial equi-
ty and access to clean 
water for all now,” 
read a statement 
FLOW published on 
June 5, 2020, at the 
height of demonstra-
tions throughout the 
United States calling 
for racial equity and 
justice. “The murder 
of George Floyd in 
Minneapolis and 
protests across the 
country and globe 
require each of us to 
re-examine our basic 
principles and to envi-
sion anew the diverse, 
inclusive, equitable, 
and just society we must seek together. This is no 
less true of FLOW than of other organizations 
with a public-interest mission.

“At its heart, the environmental movement is 
about ensuring that future generations are not 
shortchanged of their right to a sustainable 
society. We cannot achieve this goal without 
addressing the many ways in which people of 
color—our neighbors, friends, family, and com-
munity members—are deprived today of econom-
ic and social opportunity, and of their very lives.

“Our Great Lakes region includes many commu-
nities of color that bear a disproportionate bur-
den of environmental contamination, lack mean-
ingful opportunities to participate in government 
decision-making, and cope without access to 
clean air and water and basic living conditions. 
The growing threat of climate change poses a 
disproportional risk to many of these commu-
nities as well. A significant portion of FLOW’s 
current work reinforces partnerships with affect-
ed communities of color and low-income popula-
tions whose health is put at risk by unredressed 
contamination and punitive policies that deny 
access to the most fundamental public service of 
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Racial Equity and Clean Water for All of Us

all—safe, clean, and affordable drinking water. 
Water-shutoff policies are particularly deplor-
able at a time when a global pandemic makes 
water for basic sanitation critical to health—in-
deed, to survival.

“FLOW and our allies and partners in front-line 
communities are working hard right now to devel-
op transformative and lasting policy solutions and 
funding sources that ensure affordable drinking 
water for all, along with the revenues to fund 
infrastructure that will keep the water flowing. 
And we are committed to helping bring about 
the broader social change that leads to true 
environmental justice—for everyone, regardless 
of differences in age, religious affiliation, range 
of mobility, gender identity, geographic location, 
economic status, or race. 

“FLOW will strengthen and undertake additional 
initiatives to achieve environmental justice within 
our stated mission of assuring that the public trust 
right to access clean water is secured for all of 
us.”

Photo courtesy WikiCommons

https://forloveofwater.org/racial-equity-and-clean-water-for-all-now/
https://forloveofwater.org/racial-equity-and-clean-water-for-all-now/
https://forloveofwater.org/racial-equity-and-clean-water-for-all-now/
https://forloveofwater.org/the-high-cost-of-short-sighted-water-pricing/
https://forloveofwater.org/the-high-cost-of-short-sighted-water-pricing/


Across Michigan and the United 
States—in both cities and small 
towns—residential water rates 
have skyrocketed. An exclusive 
report found that in 12 diverse 
U.S. cities, the combined price of 
water and sewage increased by 
an average of 80 percent be-
tween 2010 and 2018. This water 
affordability crisis is especially 
acute and painful during the 
COVID-19 pandemic, when pub-
lic health officials are stressing 
the importance of handwashing 
and sanitation generally.

During World Water Week in 
August 2020, former executive 
director of the Detroit Health 
Department Abdul El-Sayed told 
FLOW that “not everyone gets to take (water 
access) for granted. It accentuates the fact that 
water is life. Public health started in the moment 
when we realized how to keep people from 
drinking polluted water and to make sure that 
the water they drank was clean and pure.”

The federal government used to lend a hand 
and help Americans turn on their faucets. De-
spite rising capital needs, the U.S. government’s 
contribution to water infrastructure spending has 
fallen over the past 30 years from 63 percent of 
total capital spending in 1977 to nine percent in 
2014. In terms of per capita spending on water 
infrastructure, federal spending has fallen from 
$76 per person to $11 per person during that 
time, according to the Congressional Budget 
Office. That trend has left local utilities to raise 
the money that is needed to upgrade water  
infrastructure, comply with standards for toxic 
contaminants like PFAS, lead, and algal blooms, 
and adapt to extreme weather conditions linked 
to climate change, like drought and floods. 

Water shutoffs in Michigan’s cities—including 
Detroit, Flint, and Benton Harbor—impacting 
large numbers of residents rightfully command 
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Water Access Plays Critical Role During Global Pandemic

the headlines and generate movements for 
moratoria, but the water affordability crisis is 
real in rural Michigan as well. Data collected by 
the Michigan Department of Environment, Great 
Lakes, and Energy (EGLE) as part of efforts to 
ensure the restoration of water services to all 
Michigan households during the coronavirus 
pandemic indicate that more than 1,600 house-
holds in rural counties were without water due 
to shutoffs for nonpayment at the onset of the 
pandemic in early 2020.

FLOW is exploring these issues through our 
work on water infrastructure and equity and 
calling for more state and federal funding sourc-
es for water infrastructure to relieve the burden 
on residential ratepayers. Drawing partly on the 
concept and framework of the Michigan Natural 
Resources Trust Fund, our Public Water, Public 
Justice model legislation would affirm the state’s 
public trust duty to protect access to safe, clean, 
and affordable water for the people of Michi-
gan. It also would create a dedicated fund to 
support water affordability and water infrastruc-
ture, with revenues generated from the collec-
tion of royalties on water bottling operations.

https://www.consumerreports.org/personal-finance/millions-of-americans-cant-afford-water-as-bills-rise-80-percent-in-a-decade/
https://www.consumerreports.org/personal-finance/millions-of-americans-cant-afford-water-as-bills-rise-80-percent-in-a-decade/
https://www.consumerreports.org/personal-finance/millions-of-americans-cant-afford-water-as-bills-rise-80-percent-in-a-decade/
https://forloveofwater.org/public-health-water-and-the-pandemic-we-are-all-as-vulnerable-as-the-most-vulnerable/
https://forloveofwater.org/public-health-water-and-the-pandemic-we-are-all-as-vulnerable-as-the-most-vulnerable/
http://thevalueofwater.org/sites/default/files/Economic%20Impact%20of%20Investing%20in%20Water%20Infrastructure_VOW_FINAL_pages.pdf
http://thevalueofwater.org/sites/default/files/Economic%20Impact%20of%20Investing%20in%20Water%20Infrastructure_VOW_FINAL_pages.pdf
https://forloveofwater.org/call-your-michigan-legislator-to-extend-the-water-shutoff-moratorium/
https://forloveofwater.org/call-your-michigan-legislator-to-extend-the-water-shutoff-moratorium/
https://forloveofwater.org/call-your-michigan-legislator-to-extend-the-water-shutoff-moratorium/
https://forloveofwater.org/the-high-cost-of-short-sighted-water-pricing/
https://forloveofwater.org/the-high-cost-of-short-sighted-water-pricing/


Groundwater, as one component of a single 
hydrological cycle, is essential to the quantity 
and quality of Michigan’s wetlands, lakes, and 
streams and to the watershed’s Great Lakes. Its 
connection to surface waters protected by the 
public trust is abundantly clear. Yet groundwater 
is the least protected arc of that cycle. 

While laws and policies protecting air and 
surface water are well established, dating to 
the early 1970s, the same cannot be said for 
groundwater. Despite increasing scientific un-
derstanding of groundwater’s importance to the 
healthy sustainability of species and communi-
ties in a watershed, its out-of-sight character has 
often left protective policies out of mind. Only 
piecemeal protections attempt to limit threats to 
groundwater quality.

The patchwork approach is inadequate to meet 
the needs of the 21st century. It has led to a 
lack of emphasis on pollution prevention and le-
gal provisions that allow groundwater to remain 
contaminated instead of being cleaned up. The 
result is a Michigan groundwater emergency 
posing serious current and future health risks. In 
2020, FLOW released an innovative groundwa-
ter story map. Packed full of information about 
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Protecting Our Sixth Great Lake: The Groundwater 
Beneath Our Feet

the environmental significance of this resource, 
the story map is a window into one of Michi-
gan’s overlooked assets. Michigan prides itself 
on being an environmental leader, particularly 
in curbing water pollution. But in one area of 
water policy, Michigan is dead last among the 
50 states. It is the only state that lacks a uniform 
sanitary code requiring periodic inspection and 
maintenance of septic systems—even though 
30% of Michiganders rely on such systems. The 
Great Lakes state needs a septic inspection law.

In 2018, FLOW released our first report on the 
precarious state of Michigan’s groundwater. We 
pointed out that groundwater supports agricultur-
al and industrial water needs, and is the source 
of drinking water for 45% of Michigan’s popu-
lation. We offered several policy proposals that 
state officials are considering. But more needs to 
happen if we are to end the Michigan ground-
water emergency. In March, FLOW will release 
our second report on groundwater, which calls 
for comprehensive solutions, including a new 
state Groundwater Protection Act. We’re acting 
on our commitment to assure that groundwater, 
a key part of the water cycle, is fully protect-
ed and safe for drinking water now and in the 
future.

https://forloveofwater.org/sixth-great-lake/
https://forloveofwater.org/sixth-great-lake/
https://forloveofwater.org/sixth-great-lake/
https://forloveofwater.org/michigan-needs-statewide-septic-inspection-law/
https://forloveofwater.org/michigan-needs-statewide-septic-inspection-law/
https://forloveofwater.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/09/FLOW-Groundwater-Report-2018.pdf


For years, a fight has been brewing over 
public water worldwide. From Michigan to 
drought-stricken California, to Canada, to Ger-
many, and beyond, the Nestlé corporation is a 
key player in a worldwide effort to privatize our 
finite water resources, and then sell it back to 
us in plastic bottles—in Michigan’s case, in and 
outside the Great Lakes Basin.

FLOW and our allies, including Michigan Citi-
zens for Water Conservation (MCWC) and the 
Grand Traverse Band of Ottawa and Chippewa 
Indians, continue to call on the state of Michigan 
to withdraw the permit for Nestlé’s groundwater 
extraction in Mecosta County. On June 17, 2020, 
FLOW and MCWC co-hosted a webinar that 
provided frontline, scientific, and legal insights 
into citizen-led efforts to challenge the Swiss-
based corporate giant in its quest to expand its 
extraction of groundwater in mid-Michigan. Every 
year, Nestlé in its operations near Evart pumps 
hundreds of millions of gallons of public ground-
water virtually for free, bottles it, and sells it 
under the Ice Mountain brand back to the public 
at a huge markup—while threatening streams that 
provide aquatic habitat and flow to Lake Michi-
gan. 

FLOW submitted formal comments to the state 
on January 30, 2020, citing deep and funda-
mental deficiencies in a state-approved ground-
water monitoring plan fashioned by Nestlé. 
FLOW demonstrated that the plan’s failure to 
adequately address hydrological effects leads 
to the perverse outcome that the monitoring 
plan will mask, rather than reveal, the actual 
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Water Privatization: The Struggle To Stop Nestlé’s 
Groundwater Grab Continues

adverse impacts 
of the pumping 
allowed by the 
permit at issue. 
“Michigan 
waters are held 
by the state 
as sovereign,” 
FLOW founder 
and president 
Jim Olson said, 
“meaning, held 
for all of Michi-
gan’s citizens, so by its very nature, a monitor-
ing plan must be fully transparent,  independent, 
reliable, and accurate to collect data and under-
stand existing hydrologic, geologic, and ecolog-
ical conditions.”

On November 20, 2020, Michigan’s Depart-
ment of Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy 
(EGLE) dismissed a case challenging the state 
permit issued to Nestlé in 2018 for increased 
water withdrawals from springs in Osceola 
County. The announcement also dismissed more 
than 80,000 comments EGLE received opposing 
the permit. FLOW and MCWC believe it is the 
duty of the state to make sure that multinational 
corporations like Nestlé don’t privatize public 
water and don’t harm water resources in their 
water bottling operations. 

“If anything is important to the people of Mich-
igan, I don’t care what party you’re in, it’s 
water,” said Olson, who has led the legal fight 
against Nestlé since the early 2000s.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1IrPTHUft2w&feature=emb_title
https://forloveofwater.org/flow-comments-nestlepermit-01-30-20/
https://www.michigan.gov/egle/0,9429,7-135-3308_3323-545712--,00.html
https://forloveofwater.org/state-of-michigan-dodges-decision-nestle-dodges-rule-of-law/
https://www.northernexpress.com/news/feature/the-battle-over-michigans-water/


Developing a deep sense of stewardship for 
our Great Lakes also means celebrating the 
creativity and passion sparked by these magnif-
icent freshwater resources. “Art Meets Water” 
is FLOW’s ongoing series of collaborations with 
committed artists, inspired by the ability of art to 
amplify our critical connection to water. 

The Great Lakes Belong to All of Us: “All of 
Us’’ speaks to the many kinds of beautiful di-
versity in our Great Lakes community. The rain-
bow-colored handprint on the cover page of this 
report—including the black and brown stripes 
at the top to honor queer and trans people of 
color—was featured in summer 2020 in front 
of Hotel Indigo in downtown Traverse City to 
remind us that environmental justice and water 
rights are inextricably connected to racial justice 
and the rights of people of all orientations and 
identities.

FLOW took part in a July 31, 2020, “Words for 
Water” open-air throwdown in the forest behind 
the Glen Arbor Arts Center—an event that com-
plied with  the COVID-19 restrictions—and cele-
brated water and our creative relationship with 
the essential element.

On September 27, 2020, FLOW co-hosted a 
virtual launch for Sally Cole-Misch’s novel, The 
Best Part of Us, featuring a conversation with 
senior policy advisor Dave Dempsey about how 
the book captures our essential connections to 
nature and celebrates the Great Lakes. “I hope 
this novel can resonate deeply and optimistical-
ly for readers, because, if they can recognize 
the value nature holds in their lives, they will 
consider how their actions are impacting what 
they value, and hopefully change those behav-
iors as much as possible to become part of the 
solutions,” said Cole-Misch, a longtime commu-
nicator for the International Joint Commission’s 
Great Lakes Regional Office.
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Art Meets Water: FLOW’s Creative Collaboration with 
Artists and Writers

On January 17, 2021, FLOW hosted another vir-
tual book event, this time with poet Alison Swan, 
whose new collection of poems, A Fine Canopy, 
illustrates how the natural world envelops and 
encloses us with so many beautiful things: crowns 
of leaves, the ubiquitous blue sky, our luminous 
moon, and snow. “So much snow.” An eco-poet 
whose writing reveals her advocacy for natural re-
sources, Swan in this collection calls the reader to 
witness, appreciate, and sustain this world before 
it becomes too late.

A Fine Canopy author Alison Swan

https://forloveofwater.org/art-meets-water/
https://forloveofwater.org/art-meets-water/
https://business.facebook.com/flowforwater/videos/331480881359497/
https://business.facebook.com/flowforwater/videos/331480881359497/
https://forloveofwater.org/exploring-sally-cole-mischs-book-the-best-part-of-us/
https://forloveofwater.org/exploring-sally-cole-mischs-book-the-best-part-of-us/
https://forloveofwater.org/flow-sponsors-online-poetry-reading-and-conversation-with-alison-swan/
https://forloveofwater.org/flow-sponsors-online-poetry-reading-and-conversation-with-alison-swan/


Although American environmentalism reaches 
back to the early 20th century, public demands 
for clean water, clean air, and healthy ecosys-
tems reached a crescendo in 1970. Last year, 
FLOW took time to remember and reflect on 
all that happened 50 years ago to protect the 
natural systems on which we depend—and how 
we can make the next 50 years a time of further 
dramatic progress for our precious waters and 
the environment.

The 50th anniversary of the first Earth Day 
is of more than historical importance. What 
happened on and around April 22, 1970, is 
relevant at this moment. It’s a time to consider 
what has happened to America’s environment 
since then, but also to take stock of how lessons 
learned can inform our journey forward.

For Michigan, Earth Day really began in March 
1970 with a nationally publicized Environmental 
Teach-In at the University of Michigan. It contin-
ued all year with landmark changes like the pas-
sage of Michigan’s Environmental Protection Act 
and the creation of Sleeping Bear Dunes Na-
tional Lakeshore. In the decade that followed, 
Michigan won recognition as a state with some 
of the strongest environmental protections in the 
country.

What can we learn from the massive citizen 
movement that made 1970 a year of decision 
for Michigan and the nation? What can we 
learn from the progress and setbacks, defeats 
and triumphs since then?
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50 Years of Earth Day: Celebrating a Golden Anniversary
FLOW’s coverage in 2020 of the 50th anniver-
sary of the national environmental awakening 
included stories by Dave Dempsey, Liz Kirk-
wood, Lana Pollack, and JoAnne Cook, reflec-
tions on the origins of the state’s environmental 
movement and how we’ve fared since 1970, 
and a mixed legacy nationwide for the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency.

https://forloveofwater.org/reflecting-earth-day-1970-michigan-origin-states-environmental-movement/
http://glenarborsun.com/sleeping-bear-dunes-national-lakeshore-turns-50-with-virtual-celebration/
http://glenarborsun.com/sleeping-bear-dunes-national-lakeshore-turns-50-with-virtual-celebration/
https://forloveofwater.org/from-earth-day-1970-to-today-50-years-of-lessons-learned-and-the-path-forward/
https://forloveofwater.org/from-earth-day-1970-to-today-50-years-of-lessons-learned-and-the-path-forward/
https://forloveofwater.org/from-earth-day-1970-to-today-50-years-of-lessons-learned-and-the-path-forward/
https://forloveofwater.org/earth-day-at-50-observing-natural-and-political-cycles/
https://forloveofwater.org/on-earth-day-and-every-day-were-all-in-this-together/
https://forloveofwater.org/on-earth-day-and-every-day-were-all-in-this-together/
https://forloveofwater.org/earth-day-against-the-backdrop-of-the-events-of-1970/
https://forloveofwater.org/recognizing-indigenous-peoples-day-and-respecting-water/


The great story behind this financial snap-
shot is what you, as a community of sup-
porters, have accomplished this past fiscal 
year at FLOW. Our day-to-day work is a 
dynamic array of actions and results made 
possible by your investment in FLOW.

Your financial support in fiscal year 2020 
remained steadfast, and gifts and grants 
awarded to fund FLOW’s commitments—
spanning months into the future—result-
ed in rising revenue and a net surplus. 
This welcome financial position secured 
FLOW’s ability to fulfill our programmatic 
commitments into the current fiscal year 
and to quicken the pace of our work to 
protect the public’s water in the Great 
Lakes. This is your great gift to FLOW—the 
ability to increase our impact even in un-
certain times.

Our shared success is attributable to two 
factors. One is FLOW’s demonstrated 
ability to build relationships throughout 
the Great Lakes watershed by assembling 
strong partnerships and attracting passion-
ate supporters. The other factor is a strate-
gic plan for growth that defines a pathway 
for FLOW to scale up to meet mounting 
threats to the Great Lakes, groundwater, 
and drinking water.

Robust relationships and increased sup-
port all take time and expertise to nurture 
and grow. Your support for FLOW’s be-
hind-the-scenes activity—our operational 
effectiveness—is what builds a groundswell 
of advocacy, advancing the rights and re-
sponsibilities encoded in public trust princi-
ples to assure that everyone has access to 
clean water in the Great Lakes, now and 
for future generations. 

Lots of ingredients to pack into a few pie 
charts!

—Gary Appel, Treasurer, 
FLOW Board of Directors

FLOW Financial Position, Fiscal Year 2019-2020

The Helen and William G. Milliken 
Fund For Love of Water

Jerry Beasley and Fleda Brown
Cheryl Dinger
Charles and Judith Mohay Filice
Alan Hartwick
G. Robert Hillman
Bob and Jane Holdeman
Jim and Diana Huckle
Chris and Jim MacInnes
Larry Mawby and Lois Bahle
The Estate of William G. Milliken
William and Carin Northway

The following donors have made gifts between July 1 and September 
30, 2020, to The Helen and William G. Milliken Fund For Love of 
Water, established in July, 2020, to support work that:
     • Protects the Great Lakes and the public trust rights of those who

   depend on them,
     • Inspires community action advancing environmental stewardship, and
     • Sustains internships at FLOW to foster a new generation of

   environmental leaders.

Carol and Douglas Rearick
Terri Reisig
Libby Schleiffarth
Joy Smith
Barbara Stamiris
Terrie Taylor and John Robert 
Williams
Kent and Nancy Walton
Norma Weaver
Susan Staffan Wipperman
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Thank You for Your Support for FLOW and the Waters 
of the Great Lakes Basin
With a recognition that it is only through support from our generous donors and volunteers that 
FLOW’s work can be accomplished, we salute and thank those whose contributions in the fiscal 
year spanning October 1, 2019, through September 30, 2020, made our work possible.

We sincerely endeavor to recognize our supporters with accuracy, as well as with gratitude. Please contact FLOW to 
alert us to any error or omission—and accept our heartfelt apologies.

$5,000 +
Anonymous (1)
Lois Bahle and Larry Mawby
Casey and Dana Cowell
Ethan and Hadley Dettmer
Nancy Dotlo
Jim and Diana Huckle
Rob and Linda Lanphier
Josephine Marquis
The Estate of William G.

Milliken
Denis and Martha Pierce

$1,000–$4,999
Charlene Abernethy and 

Mike Gill
Kimberly Albright and J.

Michael Dow
Gary and Mimi Appel
Tom and Ellen Baird
David and Cindi Boesler
Karen and Clark Bunting
Jim Coats
Nancy Cotcamp
Jim and Patricia Croom
Mike and Teckla Dettmer
Tracy Dobson and Oscar Kent
Paul and Mary Finnegan
Jim Hennessey and 

Kathleen Rooney
Chip and Shirley Hoagland
Bob and Jane Holdeman
Douglas Jester
Karen Kuehlhorn
Robert and 

Renee Huckle Mittelstaedt
Benjamin Muth
Jennifer Poteat and 

Mike Staebler
Royce Ragland and Ken Bloem
Nancy Rosan
Peter and Meg Rosan
Grace Rudd
Craig Sharp and 

Michele Ferenchick 
Kent and Nancy Walton
Douglas V. Wynkoop III
Frank and Ruth Zinn

$500-$999
Anonymous (1)
Ruth Appel
Judy and Paul Arnold
Jerry Beasley and 

Fleda Brown
David and Nicole Buckland
Ian and Sally Bund
Bob, Cathie, Jack, Mike Cline

Individual Donors Daniel and Linda Cline
Steve and Jan Cornwell
Gary Cozette and 

Joe Lada
Phil Ellis
Bob and Kathleen Garvey 
Katherine Gramann
Janet Hethorn
Ed and Ann Kalat
Linda Kehr
James Kunz and 

Kristina Hansen Kunz
Chris and Jim MacInnes
Meredith McComb
Mary McKinney Schmidt
Ann McPhail
Mary Jo Mikesell
Sam Mitchell
Karen Mulvahill
Anneke and Matt Myers
Kate Nelson
William and Carin Northway
Marc and Diana Oberschulte
Tom and Martha Phillips
Gary and Christine Potter
Sam and Marci Ramahi
Bill Rastetter and Cary Weed
Vera and John Rastetter
Carol and Douglas Rearick
Jeremy Reisig
Gary Richardson and 

Cheryl Gross
Rick Rosan and Jere Lucey
Karla Sherman
William Smith
Jannifer Stromberg
Terrie Taylor and 

John Robert Williams
June Thaden
Jill Tomandl
Mary Van Valin
Lynn Walters-Fraze
Randy and Joan Woods
Sharon and Wayne Workman
Cathleen Zepelin

$100-$499
Anonymous (2)
Kathleen Abate and 

Bob Cohen
Carol and Keith Adler
David and Patricia Ahrens
Michael and Amy Albert
Kathleen Alexander
Peter Alvarado
Micah Appel
Grace Armour
Jon and Mary Armstrong
Catherine Ballard

Amy Beasley
John and Rebecca Bercini
Gary and Wendy Bice
Richard and 

Jacquelyn Bolander
Chris and Bonnie Sue Bonnell
Fabian Borges
Roger Brace
Patrick and Carole Brady
Rich and Marty Brauer
Barbara Brown
Rick and Kathy Brown
William and Merilyn Bryan
Nancy and William Burmeister
Carol Burns and Steven Kraft
Craig Burns
Ed Butt
Betsy and Scrub Calcutt
Ruth and Robert Campbell
Mark Carlson
John Chancellor
Kelly Clark
Jill and Richard Claybour
Sarah Cohen
Jeryl Colby
Robert and Diane Collier
Cliff Conrad
JoAnne Cook
Michael and Irene Cotter
Carole Coulter
Dorothyann Coyne
Moira Croghan
Marcia Curran
Kate and Rick Dahlstrom
Carol and Stacy Daniels
Tom and Alison Dayton
Joe DeFors and 

Janis Rygwelski
William and Sara Jane Dehoff
Elizabeth Dell
David Dickinson and 

Jeannine LaPrad
Julie Dietz
Suzanne Dixon
Veronica Dobrowolski
Nancy and William Dockter
Darlene Doorlag
Chris Dow and Page Cottrell
Bryce and Paula Dreeszen
Dave Durbin
Laura Eiseler
Jim Elkins and Chris Ameel
John and Sally Ellinger
Dennis and Kim Ferraro
Charles and 

Judith Mohay Filice
Susan Fish
Brian Fisher
Joe and Beth Fitzsimmons
John and Maureen Fletcher

Michael and Mary Foley
Ruth Forrest
Len and Karen Franseen
Lisa Franseen
Dave Frederick
Nidya French
William Fromm
Nancy Gallagher and 

Kevin Weber
Stephen Gardner
Harvey and Phyllis Gendler
Thomas Getz and 

Margaret Burrows-Getz
Dale Giddings
Steve Gilbreath
Bob and Nancy Giles
Amy Glass and Ross Chapman
Mary Glass
Susanne Glynn 
William and Pamela Gnodtke
George and Judith Goodman
George and Phyllis Googasian
Carol Graham-Banes
Tim and Patty Green
Thomas and Elizabeth Griffith
Marjorie and 

Richard Groenwald
Alex Guyton
Donald Hacker
Michael and Mary Haley
Jim and Leslie Hamp
Jacqueline Hand
Shane Boland Harrison and

Jerry Harrison
Lynne and Phillip Heasley
Teri Hedrich and Al Stachel
David and Sharon Hendricks
Lynne and Dennis Hendricks
Jill Henemyer
Bill and Debbie Hershey
Pat and Hugh Hessler
Carrie Hessler-Radelet and

Steve Radelet
Dolores and Wallace Hibbard
Malcolm and Patricia Hickok
Fred and Sharon Hickox
G. Robert Hillman
Ruth Hoppe and 

Yasmin Richmond
Steve Horne
Dave Howard
Carol Ingells
Gail and Barton Ingraham
BJ Ingwersen and Mary Kuhn
Susanne Janis
Greg and Linda Jaris
Jim and Wendy Johnson
Martin and Hedwig Kaufman
John and Connie Kerns
Nancy Kida

Nadeen Kieren and 
Thom Greene

Ginny and Charlie Kirkwood
Liz and Pete Kirkwood
William Kleinert
Jack Kline and 

Jan Gulliver-Kline
Gerald and Donna Klinefelter
Linda Knibbs
Stephen K. Krause
Kimberly and 

Mathieu Krogstad
Gerald Lambert
Bob Learner
Marty and Dave Leavenworth
Candace Lee
Nelson Levings
Debra Lewis and Kevin Nagy
Scott and Mary Beth Lowe
Kelene Luedtke
David and Louise Lutton
Mike Madden and 

Karen Roberts
Terry Malone
Peter and Mary Mantei
Gary Marek and Ann George
Lorna and Bill Mason
John and Tara McCrackin
Ann McInnis
Margaret and 

Mary K. McIntire
John and Nancy Meade
Janet Mehl
David Mengebier
Raymond and 

Christie Minervini
Sam and Beth Mitchell
Susan Morley and Don Russell
Cathy Morris
M.S. Morrison
Peter Motzenbecker
Jack Murchie and 

Carol Becker
Jim and Sue Nies
Bruce and Becky Ogilvie
John and Carla Olds
Joan Olsen
Elizabeth Ong
Anne-Marie Oomen and

David Early
Dustin Ordway
Bob and Laura Otwell
Donna and John Owsley
Leonard and Susan Page
Christiana Park
Emmy Parsons
Grant and Paulette Parsons
Patty Peek
Patricia Pelizzari
John and Carol Peterson
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George Petritz
Lauralee Petritz
David Petrove
Bill and Jane Petzold
Mary Phlypo and James Burke
Margaret Pierson
Susan and Richard Pixley
Lana and Henry Pollack
Arden Poole
Charles and 

Cordie Puttkammer
Clayton Queen
Abby Reimer
Daniel and Helen Rimer
Dick and Jan Robb
Eleanor Robinson
Elizabeth Rodgers
Ann Rogers
Barbara Rossen
Susan and Gary Ruoff
Lyn and Pat Salathiel
Matt Satkowiak
Andrew Schaefer
Gerald Schatz and 

Barbara Conley
Judith and Manfred Schmidt
Keith Schneider
Teresa Scollon
Jim and Marilyn Sheets
Steve and Carol Shuckra
Kayla Six
Joan Slater
James Sluyter and Jo Meller
Daniel and Bonnie Smith
Evan A. Smith
Sara Smith
Maureen and Paul Smyth
Holly Wren Spaulding
Patrice Spitzer
Barbara Stamiris
Dale and Carol Stephenson
Gary and Mary Street
David Stringer
Bart and Laurie Stupak
David Swan
Bing Tai and Catherine Allen
Anna Taylor
Kelly and Carolyn Thayer
George and Sally Thompson
Kate Thornhill
Jeremy Tiedt
Patrick Timmons
Martha Topol and David Kirby
Herm Triezenberg
Kathy Tuckerman
Judy Twigg

Brian Upton and 
Deena Mansour

Katharine Venner
Douglas Verellen
Mike Vickery and 

Linda Koebert
Karen Viskochil
Patricia Weinrick
Tom Wells and Becky Jones
Jill Whelan
Lani White
Roger and Linda Williams
Bonnie Willings
Dorothy Willruth
Anne Woiwode
Elizabeth Wolfe-Brusher and

Gerald Brusher
Linda and Adrian Wynbeek
Susan Wysocki
Alison and Greg Yeich
Kevin Zimmerman
Jennifer Zinn and 

Gustaf Andreasen
Lauren and Frank Zinn
Peter and Cheryl Zinn
Mary Zinn-Beiting and 

James Beiting

$1-$99
Anonymous (10)
Kenneth and Patricia Albrecht
Jeff Anderson and 

Sandi McArthur
Chris Apap
Erica Austin
Terry Barborek
Lisa Bashert
Terry Baumann
Daniel and Nancy Behring
Paula Bidle
Sierra Bigham
Mary and Timothy Binder
Colin Bohash
Greta Bolger
Nayt Boyt
Susan Breuer
Tim Brick
Sandra Brogan
Colton Brooks
Anna Brozek
Barbara Burke
Brian and Kelly Burt
Nancy and Walter Byers
Timothy Caldwell
Bruce and Linda Campbell
Nancy Carey

Glen Carpenter
Bill and Sandy Cartwright
Pam Chamberlain
Terry and Josephine Clark
Sam Clark
Karen Comella
Peg and Tom Comfort
Leslie and Joseph Cook
Ed and Star Crane
Kira Davis
Katherine DeAngelis
Lauren E. H. DeHaan and 

Sam DeHaan
Nancy DeJonge
Timothy Devine
Mike and Annie DeVries
Pamela Diamond
Cheryl Dinger
Jack and Lois Driscoll
Elliott Dudnik
Jim Dulzo
Linda Dunigan
Diane Dupuis and Steve Carey
Adel Easterday
Marge Eckert
Ned and Barbara Edwards
Ewa Einhorn and 

Timothy Johnson
Nancy Elmore
Kelly Ezickson
Amy Ferris 
Barbara Fessell
Ernesto and Sara Figueroa
Anna Fisher
Laura Fisher
Laura Franseen
Janis Frazee
Wade Freeman
Cheryl Gain
Holly Gallagher
Megan Gilger
Robert Glassman and 

Jennie Lieberman
Elisa Grace
Julie Green
Kate Greene and 

Matthew Schmidt
Deirdre and Nate Griswold
Helen Hankins
Alan Hartwick
Jon and Peggy Hawley
Alison and Conrad Heins
William Henne
Matthew Hilton
Richard and Patricia Hodge
Kurt and Nancy Hoefer
Nathaniel Hoff

William and Suzanne Hoff
John Hoffmann
Craig Hoogerwerf
Anne and John Hoyt
Raymond and Elizabeth Hucek
Michael and Deborah Jackson
Gilda Jacobs
Marilyn and Donald Jaquish
Ingemar and Lisa Johansson
Dan and Pam Kaiser
Claire and Jesse Karner
Barbara Kelley
Susan Kelley
Carole Kersten
Margaret Klesney and 

Timothy Donaghy
Esther Kollhoff
Marian Kromkowski
Gerry Lake
Jeannene Langford
Joann Leal
Erma Leaphart
Melissa Linick
Marcy Maller and John Gerty
Jim and Romaine Maturen
Sylvia and Allen McCullough
Bob and Judy McQuilkin
Berta Meserve
Elizabeth Miller
Jean Miller
Peter and Sharon Moller
Ayrie Moore
Kathy Moore
Tom Mountz
Ruth and Lawrence E. Nathan, Jr.
John Nelson and Lynne Moon
Ray and Paula Nichols
Andrew Olsen
Jamie Olson
Mary Lee Orr
Melanie Parke and 

Richard Kooyman
Martha and Paul Parravano
Judy and Craig Passon
Melinna Pavelek
Michelle Pellegrini
JoAnna Pepe
Stephanie Perry
Kathy and John Peterson
Denise Petsokey
David Petritz
Denise Poloyac
Nancy Potter
Michele Powell
John and Melinda Putz
Fred and Linda Rachwitz
Janet Grissom Reger
Bob Reider and 

Susan McCraven
Terri Reisig
John and Carolyn Rentenbach
Betty Richards
Michael and Libby Robold
Jaylon Rogers
Christina Rosan
Eileen Rudzinski
Libby Schleiffarth
Charles Schlinger
Matthew and 

Katherine Schmidt
Barbara and 

Richard Schneider
Brent Schnell
Kathy and Gary Schoen
Martha and Tom Shaver
Linda and Robert Shirkey

Supporting 
Foundations
American Online Giving

Foundation
The Les and Anne Biederman

Foundation
Clif Bar Family Foundation
The Max and Victoria Dreyfus

Foundation 
Harvey Firestone Jr.

Foundation
Jim and Diana Huckle Family

Foundation
Gardner Family Foundation
Illinois Tool Works Foundation
Kettering Family Foundation
Lenfestey Family Foundation
Mackinac Island Community

Foundation
Mariel Foundation
McDougal Family Foundation
Meditch Murphey Family Fund
Andrew R. and Janet F. Miller

Foundation
The Fracking Fund of the New

World Foundation
The Offield Family Foundation
Oleson Foundation
The Pierce Family Foundation
Harry A. and Margaret D.

Towsley Foundation

Lynn Shoemaker
Deborah Shrum
Patricia Skifstad
Barbara Skurdall and 

Ann Strehle
Tom Small
Joy Smith
Kathleen Smith
Maddie Smith
Dean and Anne Sousanis
Joe and Carol Spaulding
Fern and Doug Spence
Jim and Sylvie Squier
Valerie Stapleton
Barbara Stow and Tim Burke 
Jane and Ted Strunck
Lesley Swanson
Dick Swartley
Aleksa Szunko
Ann Thomas
Mike Tiedeck
Laura Touhey
Nancy Trumble
Lorna Turnbull
Jennifer Vallo
Sally Van Vleck
Camille Vettraino
Cindy Vigneron
David Vruggink
Denny Wagner
Price and Jane Watts
Norma Weaver
Debra Welter
Nicole Westrick
Norm and Mimi Wheeler
Joanne and Doug Whitley
Jeanette Williams
Kathy Winczewski
Ruth Winter and Tom Thibault
Susan Wipperman
David Zaiss
Allison Zalinski
Alan Zetterberg and 

Pamela Goodwin
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Gifts in Memory
Mary Ann Abbott

Bob and Jane Holdeman

Bunty Albert	
Michael and Amy Albert

Dennis Coburn	
Charlene Abernethy and
Mike Gill

Ted Curran
Ed Butt
Marcia Curran
Ann Rogers

Robert Doorlag
Darlene Doorlag

Mary and Sereno Ferraro
Dennis and Kim Ferraro

Julie Janis Finch
Susanne Janis

George Floyd	
John and Tara McCrackin

Phil Hill
Elizabeth Rodgers

Madeline Grace Jorjorian
Joe and Carol Spaulding

Nancy Kasperzak
Jon and Mary Armstrong
William and 
Sara Jane Dehoff
Bob and Laura Otwell
Eleanor Robinson
Elizabeth Rodgers

Charlie Kehr	
Jim and Marilyn Sheets

Sandra Mathison
Darlene Doorlag

William G. Milliken
Barbara Brown
Bob and Suzy Cline
Rob and Diane Collier
Steve and Jan Cornwell
Nancy and William Dockter
William and 
Pamela Gnodtke
George and 
Judith Goodman
Janet Hethorn
Carol Ingells
Gilda Jacobs
Meredith McComb
Mary K. McIntire
Anneke and Matt Myers
Marc and 
Diana Oberschulte
Keith Schneider
Brent Schnell
Kent and Nancy Walton
Roger and Linda Williams
Sharon and 
Wayne Workman
Cathleen S. Zepelin

Christine Mitchell	
Brian Upton and 
Deena Mansour

Julie Mountz
Tom Mountz

Eugene and Marian Petersen
Marta Olson

Greg Reisig
Liz and Pete Kirkwood

John T. Rich
Cathleen Zepelin

In-Kind Goods 
and Services
FLOW thanks the following 
individuals for donating 
expertise and other invaluable 
resources to help further our 
work from October 1, 2019, to 
September 30, 2020.

Matt Allen
George Bailey
Jon Beard
Jerry Beasley
Mark Borchardt
Fleda Brown
Ian Bund
Miles Dupuis Carey
Peggy Case
Sally Cole-Misch
Christine Crissman
Lisa Del Buono
Diane Dupuis
Ellen Fred
Ryan Greaves
George Heartwell
Robert J. Huffman
Eric Johnston
Rob Karner
Scott Kendzierski
Joel Kwiatkowski
Sean McBrearty
Toni Morrison
Bryan Newland
Aaron Payment
Patty Peek
Seth Phillips
Stanley “Skip” Pruss
Leslie Sickterman
Rick Stein
Alan Steinman
Bob Sutherland
Grenetta Thomassey
Daniel R. Thorell
Edward E. Timm
Joe Vandermeulen
Beth Wallace
Tom Zimnicki

Business and 
Organizational 
Supporters
Anglers of the AuSable
Au Sable Institute
Bank of America
Beckett & Raeder
Betsie Bay Furniture
The Boardman Review
Cherry Republic
Chimney Corners Resort
Clean Water Action

Volunteers
A heartfelt thank you to the 
dedicated volunteers who give 
their time and talent to FLOW! 
This list reflects generous 
enhancement of FLOW’s work 
from October 1, 2019 through 
September 30, 2020.  We are 
so appreciative.
Lora Bartnick
Nick Beadleston
Jill Borre
Taylor Boyt
Cybil Cavalieri
Cheryl Dinger
Dugan DuBois
Kelly Kin
Claire Kurnick
Nancy Potter
Helene Rimer
Dan Rimer
Abby Shepard
Tara Snyder
Barbara Stamiris
Robyn Stanley

Jack and Lucille Rossen
Barbara Rossen

Bob Russell	
Sally Van Vleck

Glenn R. Walters	
Lynn Walters-Fraze

George Weeks	
Dan and Pam Kaiser

Gifts in Honor
David Anderson	

Anna Fisher

Cameron Baker	
Chris Dow and Page Cottrell

Jim Barnes
Laura Touhey

Jerry Beasley
Amy Beasley
Kelly Ezickson

Marie Beauvais
Jeryl Colby

Martha Burns
Craig Burns

Nancy Carey
Dave Frederick

Dotti Clune	
Jill Henemyer

Mike Cotter
Holly Gallagher

Lauren and Chase Heise
Michele Powell

Jim Hills
Lauren E. H. DeHaan and
Sam DeHaan

John P. Hoffmann
John Hoffmann

Bridget Hollingsworth
Dolores and 
Wallace Hibbard

Brian Kelley	
Barbara Kelley
Susan Kelley

Liz Kirkwood
Ginny and 
Charlie Kirkwood
David Petrove
Peter and Meg Rosan

Dean LaJeunesse	
Jill Tomandl

Isaak Mertz
Judith and Manfred Schmidt

Kip Nickel
Nicole Westrick

Jim Olson
Bob Holdeman
Patty Peek
Dick Robb
Mary Van Valin

Althea Petritz	
Micah Appel
David Petritz
George Petritz
Lauralee Petritz
Kayla Six

Mary Povolo
Nancy Elmore

Andy Rastetter	
Michele Powell

Greg Reisig
Jeremy Reisig

Bob and Carol Relph
Dave Frederick

Rosa
Julie Green

Paul Spata
Pam Chamberlain

Joe and Carol Spaulding
Holly Wren Spaulding

Doug Spence	
Fern Spence

The Harold and Dorothy
Springsteen Family
Susan Fish

Gary Street	
William and Merilyn Bryan
Kurt and Nancy Hoefer

Dave Swanson	
Lesley Swanson

Kent Walton
Jim and Diana Huckle

Adam Wells
Susan Wysocki

Anne Williamson	
Dave Frederick

Joan L. Wolfe
Nelson Levings

Downtown Traverse City 
Association
Estee Lauder Companies
Epic Swim Team 2020
Food For Thought
Glen Arbor Arts Center
Grainger
Grand Traverse Resort and 
Spa
Higher Art Gallery
Junior Achievement Prime Time 
Hoodies
Katherine Corden Art
League of Women Voters of 
Leelanau County
League of Women Voters of 
the Grand Traverse Area
Leelanau Clean Water
The Little Fleet
Medtronic
Michigan Citizens for Water 
Conservation
Michigan Environmental 
Council
Michigan Resource Stewards
Mintaka Design
Nature Change
North Woods Yoga
Northern Michigan 
Environmental Action Council
OLE Partners, Inc
Patagonia
Premier Finishing, Inc.
Redbudsuds
Shell Oil Company Foundation 
Matching Gifts
Short’s Brewing Company
Taproot Cider House
Tee See Tee
Tip of the Mitt Watershed 
Council
Traverse Area Association of 
Realtors
Traverse Area Community 
Media
Up North Pride
Village of Empire
Walstrom Marine
Watershed Center Grand 
Traverse Bay
The Workshop Brewing 
Company

Photo by Barbara Brown
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 —JoAnne Cook, FLOW Board Vice Chair, 
tribal member, Grand Traverse Band of 

Ottawa and Chippewa Indians 

“We can move forward and do so 
together—Native and non-Native 

communities, alike. Our world view 
in some ways is different, but when it 

comes to Earth, our land, water, plants, 
and animals, there’s a common goal 
in how we take care of and preserve 

what’s here. 

“That’s one way of moving forward 
together—realizing our commonalities 

as human beings on Earth. If we 
can have conversations about these 

commonalities and those things we all 
support and believe in, then we’ll gain 

an understanding and respect.”
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